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Ninth Street Compact Neighborhood Tier

US Highway 15-501 provides a clear
western boundary for the Compact
Neighborhood Tier. While improved
bicycle and pedestrian facilities are
planned along Morreene Road, the
highway provides a clear dividing
line between lower intensity
development to the northwest and
higher intensity development closer
to Erwin Road.

Many of the large apartment
complexes and townhome
communities north of Erwin

Road are aging. Duke Manor, for
instance, is now over 40 years old.
Increased demand for housing in
this location may mean that the
potential for redevelopment could
be approaching in the foreseeable
future.
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Proposed

Erwin Road

The Durham Freeway provides
a logical northern boundary for

the Compact Neighborhood

Tier because it limits pedestrian
connectivity and signals a shift

in development character.

Recently developed mixed use
developments, such as Erwin
Terrace, now line the north side
of Erwin Road, and are already
consistent with the principles
of a Compact Neighborhood:
higher density, mixed use, and
pedestrian scale design.

In recognition of the historical and
cultural significance of the Crest Street
Neighborhood, staff recommends that
the neighborhood should not be included
within the Compact Neighborhood Tier at
this time. This recommendation signalizes
staff’s belief that the neighborhood
should remain intact as a single-family
neighborhood, though it does not
prevent a private entity from pursuing
development options in the neighborhood.
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The main campuses of Duke University and Duke
University Medical Center are located south

of Erwin Road, providing a clear boundary for
the Compact Neighborhood Tier. Properties
owned by Duke University are under a special
zoning district called “University College” that is
governed by a development plan. A precedent
was set in the Ninth Street area to exclude

from the Compact Neighborhood areas zoned
“University and College.”
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Compact Neighborhood Tier Boundary _ ...

COUNTY

Centered around the proposed (but
on-hold) West Durham Commuter

Rail Station, this area along Main
Street and Hillsborough Road is
connected to the Ninth Street Compact
Neighborhood. The boundary is drawn
midblock so that that businesses and
houses facing Hillsborough Street are
included, but those along Alabama
Avenue are not.
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Aerial maps are dated 2013 and may not reflect current conditions.
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